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1. INSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION

» Workshop on Networking | DPFC Webinar April 17th

A very interesting session took place last week on Networking with many exchanges of ideas
and suggestions. The session documents are available at the Pre-Award webpage on the IST-ID
website.

A follow-up workshop is foreseen to prepare for the 2026 calls in oct 2025.

» Due to May having many relevant partnership and information' events, the monthly network
meeting will not take place, and the next one is planned for June 6th. More information soon.
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https://ist-id.pt/investigacao/pre-award/dpfc-events/networking/
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2. POLICY NEWS

» EU and Egypt successfully conclude negotiations on Horizon Europe (source: EC DGRI )
Egypt will be the second African country fully associated to Horizon Europe after Tunisia.

The association will grant Egyptian entities access to all parts of the Horizon Europe
programme, the ability to coordinate projects and support national research reforms and
institutional capacity-building.

Read the ARTICLE
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https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/eu-and-egypt-successfully-conclude-negotiations-horizon-europe-2025-04-10_en?prefLang=pt&etrans=pt
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3. FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES & UPCOMING CALLS

» Call for DIGITAL SKILLS ACADEMIES: Quantum, Artificial Intelligence, Virtual Worlds

New digital skills academies to support the EU’s technological sovereignty, competitiveness
and preparedness

Delivering on the objectives set out in the Competitiveness Compass, Union of Skills, and Al
Continent Action Plan, the European Commission is setting up three new digital skills
academies, targeting critical talent shortages across key digital areas. The new academies
in Quantum Technologies, Artificial Intelligence and Virtual Worlds will foster a

more coordinated approach to digital skills education and training in the EU.

Each academy will function as a cornerstone in its domain, identifying skill gaps, developing
state-of-the-art education and training programmes, scaling up successful initiatives and
creating strong ecosystems. Leveraging strategic partnerships with academia, training
providers, industry, and public institutions, the academies will act as powerful catalysts

for promoting digital careers, especially among women, and incentivising the return of
European talent from abroad.

The new academies will be funded under the recently adopted Digital Europe Work
Programme 2025-2027

(See Events section)

» Open Call Opportunity for Innovators in Sustainable Materials & Nanotechnology |
Deadline May 28th 2025

e Check the details in the CROWDHELIX announcement

e Read more about the project Exploit4lnnoMat

e Apply for this Cascade Funding HERE
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&keywords=DIGITAL-2025-SKILLS-08&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&frameworkProgramme=43152860&callIdentifier=DIGITAL-2025-SKILLS-08
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/new-digital-skills-academies-support-eus-technological-sovereignty-competitiveness-and-preparedness
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/new-digital-skills-academies-support-eus-technological-sovereignty-competitiveness-and-preparedness
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/work-programme-2025-2027-digital-europe-programme-digital
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/work-programme-2025-2027-digital-europe-programme-digital
https://platform.crowdhelix.com/opportunities/exciting-open-call-opportunity-for-innovators-in-sustainable-materials-nanotechnology-4365?uid=MTc0NTk0MTc3N3wzMDQ1ZDY3OTVhZjM5MzZkNWI2MTA5ZDNhZmNkOGI2MDgwZmM2MDExMjQ0ODE4N2QzMThmMzIwNmE2ZWJlYjBi
https://exploit4innomat.eu/e4im-open-calls-1
https://www.f6s.com/exploit4innomat-open-call/apply
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» Open Call 2025: PRIMA Section 2 Multi Topics | April 8th - July 8th

Thematic Areas:

e Enhancing Policy Development through Impact-Driven Water Footprint and Virtual
Water Concepts in the Mediterranean Region

e Upscaling Agroecology Practices at the Farm Level in the Mediterranean

e Towards a Plant-Based Alternative Protein products Transition in the Mediterranean
Region

Check the Call documents & Templates HERE
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https://prima-med.org/submit-your-project/section-2-multi-topics-2024/
https://prima-med.org/submit-your-project/section-2-multi-topics-2024/#farming:~:text=Call%20Documents%20and%20Templates
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4. NETWORKING & PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

» Seeking international collaborators for new COST Action "iTHREAD"

In cooperation with the Consortium for iNKT Research and Therapy (CiRT) the Charles
University would like to create a network to deepen the knowledge about invariant NKT cells
(iNKTs). iTHREAD (iNKT Therapy, Research and Development) aims to establish a collaborative
network to provide a solid ground for the transfer of iNKT research into clinical application.

More and how to contact HERE

» Cutting-edge Technologies to Discover Cryptic Pockets and Their Modulation

A global pharmaceutical company is seeking novel technologies that enable efficient and
effective discovery of protein drug targets with cryptic pockets. Additionally, the team is also
interested in ligand discovery strategies to target cryptic pockets.

Read more about this Industry Call for Opportunities HERE

» Seeking Coordinator HORIZON-CL3-2025-01-DRS-01

Read more about this announcement from KTH Royal Institute of Technology regarding the
"open topic on citizen and regional and/or local authorities' engagement in enhanced disaster
risk awareness, including education, and preparedness", and how to contact, HERE
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https://cirt-net.org/
https://platform.crowdhelix.com/organisation/charles-university-3312
https://platform.crowdhelix.com/organisation/charles-university-3312
https://platform.crowdhelix.com/opportunities/seeking-international-collaborators-for-new-cost-action-ithread-4332?uid=MTc0NTM5OTg2Mnw1ZDNhMDhkMWUzMTk2NGU4NTc0MGUzNjY1NzFjNWFmYzhjYzVmZGYzOGZkNmEzYjU1MzcyYTZlNmZjOWM1ODFk
https://ist-id.pt/wp-admin/admin-ajax.php?juwpfisadmin=false&action=wpfd&task=file.download&wpfd_category_id=143&wpfd_file_id=13935&token=c315593b8d637a5925c64adff54343b7&preview=1
https://platform.crowdhelix.com/organisation/kth-royal-institute-of-technology-423
https://platform.crowdhelix.com/opportunities/seeking-coordinator-horizon-cl3-2025-01-drs-01-4357?uid=MTc0NTg1MzY5N3w4NzZmZmZhYjFiNzU3NWM1OGJkYzZjNmYxY2NlM2QzODQ0MmFlNDZiNmEyZGIwNzkzNzM0ODY3YjlhMTk0YzNh
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5. UPCOMING EVENTS & SAVE THE DATE

» Info Day - Call for Digital Skills Academies
May 16th | 8:30
& Online

The Digital Skills and Jobs Platform is hosting an online Info Day dedicated to the DIGITAL
Europe Programme - Call for Digital Skills Academies.

e Agenda
e Register

» i.Talks Técnico — NOS
May 6th | 9:30

& Room V1.04, Civil Engineering Building

NOS, a member of Técnico Partner Network, has identified four key areas with strong potential
for collaborative project development. More details about each topic can be found here Temas
i.talk NOS

Provisional Agenda

Deadline for registration April 30, 2025
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https://digital-skills-jobs.europa.eu/en/latest/events/info-day-digital-europe-programme-8th-call-sectoral-digital-skills-academies#:~:text=Executive%20Agency%20(HaDEA).-,Agenda,-09%3A30%20-%2009
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/info_day_dep_8th_set_calls#page0
https://maps.app.goo.gl/yZsGeUfZKvAuQKuu6
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YKtpNLW9R2hPdYUNFV2_tp23v9du18HR/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YKtpNLW9R2hPdYUNFV2_tp23v9du18HR/edit?tab=t.0
https://tecnico.ulisboa.pt/en/events/i-talks-tecnico-nos-2/#:~:text=April%2030%2C%202025-,Provisional%20Agenda,-*
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdetmhcfTJPhJVVynETIU0Q9ja8eOLqUzLGkOxW9Boj0GKGhg/viewform
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6. RESOURCES

» Road Transport Research Conference 2025 | feb 11-13, Brussels

Going on its 8th edition, the RTR Conference is a unique entry point into the achievement of
EU-funded projects in road transport.

e Read the #RTR2025 Summary Report

e  Watch the Conference Recordings

» PRIMA INFODAY 2025 | april 14th

Funding Programme contributing to sustainable use of natural resources, economic growth
and stability in the Mediterranean.

e Check out the Presentations

e Watch the Recording

» Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking Info Day 2025

The event brought together close to 450 potential applicants eager to learn more about the
CBE JU 2025 call for project proposals. Speakers gave details on:

e The submission & evaluation of proposals
e Call management rules & conditions
e How to write a good CBE JU proposal

- Watch the event's Recordings and

— Check the Presentations in the Agenda
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https://rtrconference.eu/
https://rtrconference.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/RTR2025-Summary-all-sessions-FINAL.pdf
https://rtrconference.eu/#:~:text=%23RTR2025%20RECORDINGS-,Access%20the%20replays,-DAY%201%20-%2011
https://prima-med.org/infoday-2024/#:~:text=Info%20Day-,INFODAY%202025,-Session%202%3A%20The
https://prima-med.org/infoday-2024/#:~:text=Info%20Day-,INFODAY%202025,-Session%202%3A%20The
https://youtu.be/5ZKBURp29V4
https://webcast.ec.europa.eu/cbe-ju-information-day-and-networking-event-2025-04-03#:~:text=INFORMATION%20DAY%20AND%20NETWORKING%20EVENT%202025
https://www.cbe.europa.eu/events/cbe-ju-info-day-2025#:~:text=about%20the%20event!-,Agenda,-09%3A00-09
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» Scientific Advice Mechanism | Outputs and impacts 2019-2024 #report

Overview of the Scientific Advice Mechanism’s work, highlighting how independent, evidence-
based advice has helped shape EU policymaking over the past years. From improving cancer
screening to exploring solar radiation modification, scientific opinions have informed decisions
on some of the most pressing challenges.

This report highlights the impact of the SAM on European policies and decision-making at both
the EU and national levels.

8 How has scientific advice shaped EU policies?
What are the key takeaways from the past five years?

£ What's next for evidence-informed policymaking in Europe?

Read the full report and explore how science continues to shape the future of European
policies.

» Fourth EU Blue Parks Community Workshop (06 March 2025) #report

The fourth EU Blue Parks Community workshop, held as part of the European Ocean Days in
Brussels in March 2025, gathered marine conservation experts, researchers, policymakers, and
other stakeholders to discuss and advance marine conservation efforts across Europe. The
workshop focused on the transition to achieving 10% strict marine protection, emphasizing its
ecological and socio-economic benefits, particularly for biodiversity, fisheries, and coastal
communities.

Read the full Report
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https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/00c53883-0fa9-11f0-b1a3-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://projects.research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/oce/2025-03/Fourth%20EU%20BPC%20Workshop%20Report_FINAL.pdf
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8. RM CAPACITY BUILDING

» The Portuguese Data Stewards Network, coordinated by the Re.Data Consortium, is
conducting a survey on Data Stewards to characterise professionals supporting research data
management in national research institutions.

The concept of a Data Steward takes different forms in different contexts, but always with the
common goal of supporting research data management.

To better understand the different approaches in Portugal, we are collecting contributions
from people whose roles involve supporting research data management.

We invite you to participate in this study by completing a short questionnaire, which takes
approximately 10 minutes:

Survey on Data Stewards in Portugal: Mapping of professionals supporting research data
management
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https://redata.pt/
https://iscteiul.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6xT2GPcLyPACI4u
https://iscteiul.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6xT2GPcLyPACI4u
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